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Spotlight on Parkinson’s  
This Parkinson’s Awareness Week was full of 
activities and events, including the launch of  
our We Won’t Wait campaign. 

The campaign will raise funds to find new and better 
treatments in years, not decades. People affected by 
Parkinson's need a breakthrough and We Won't Wait  
any longer.  

Media coverage for the campaign reached millions of 
people. A hardhitting story about Jordan, diagnosed with 
Parkinson’s at 17, and a member of our South London 
Parkinson’s group appearing on Woman’s Hour were two 
standout examples. Keep an eye out for more coverage 
of the campaign in the coming months.

OVER TO YOU

Find out more and tell us how you’re getting involved 
at wewontwait.parkinsons.org.uk

World Parkinson’s Day  
April marked the 200-year anniversary of 
Parkinson's being recognised as a medical condition.  
We teamed up with the European Parkinson's 
Disease Association for World Parkinson’s Day  
to #UniteForParkinsons. 

Symfunny 
Symfunny returned to the Royal Albert Hall for a 
second time, bringing together amazing musicians 
and comedians for a night of music and laughter.

London Marathon: a runaway success!   

“We received wonderful support from comedians 
Jason Manford, Jack Dee and Agnes Brown of Mrs 
Brown's Boys, as well as Singers Aled Jones and Katie 
Melua and of course conductors James Morgan and 
Juliette Pochin,” said Katy Payne, Head of Events.  

“We were pleased to raise around £147,000 to go 
towards Parkinson’s research.”                     

Runners Ania Airlie and Phil 
Hodges.

More than 200 
runners, including 
celebrity supporters 
comedians Rob Deering 
and Paul Tonkinson, 
pushed through 
blood, sweat and 
tears to complete the 
London Marathon for 
Parkinson's UK, raising 
almost £322,000.

“We aimed to reach 50 countries,” said Abbie Smith, 
Marketing Manager. “Thanks to overwhelming 
support, we exceeded this, reaching 80 countries 
with #UniteForParkinsons being used 6,300 times.“
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What a week! 
Thanks to everyone who got involved in Parkinson’s 
Awareness Week, putting the brand new supporter 
pack through its paces to raise much needed funds 
for Parkinson's research. Supporters and groups 
around the UK held flashmobs, information sessions 
and turned buildings blue. We’ve rounded up some 
of the highlights.  

Northern Ireland 
A range of information  
and awareness events 
were held across  
Northern Ireland. A 'high' 
point was supporter  
Paul McCourt's abseil 
down the Europa Hotel in 
Belfast. 

Scotland 
The biggest Walk for Parkinson’s that has ever taken 
place in Scotland was held during the week, with 280 
people coming together in Pollock Park near Glasgow.  

Wales 
More than 30 events took place across Wales, bringing 
together people of all ages and stages. One event, 
Rivers of Blue, saw around 100 walkers congregating 
in Cardiff to raise awareness of Parkinson’s UK.
 

 
East of England 
Energy, engagement and exercise were at the 
forefront of Parkinson’s Awareness Week, with a 
‘Positively Parkinson’s’ event getting people excited 
about exercise, and even a song being written! 

North of England
It was an inspirational 
start to the week in the 
North of England, with 
Northumberland/Tyne 
and Wear Active Person's 
Branch keen to show 
the world what people 
with Parkinson's can 
do. A flashmob dance in 
Newcastle city centre did 
just that, bringing  
a smile to the faces of all 
involved.

South of England
From the hustle and bustle of railway station 
collections to making new connections in rural areas, 
Parkinson’s Awareness Week was full of activity. In 
Romney Marsh, a newly launched Parkinson’s Café 
provided an opportunity for one lady who had been 
living with Parkinson’s for three years to have her first 
conversation with another person with Parkinson’s – 
a fantastic success story. 

West of England 
Parkinson’s Awareness Week coincided with the  
25-year anniversary of the Newbury group. A 
Parkinson’s Awareness Conference – where dance 
and exercise sessions took place – and links being 
made with the local Hindu temple in Swindon  
were just a few of the other activities throughout 


